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KENDAL CITIZENS JURY

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report seeks to reaffirm Local Committee’s commitment to give 
due consideration to the work of the Kendal Citizens Jury and to the 
recommended actions which may result from its findings. 

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 In February 2018 the new Council Plan 2018 – 2022 was agreed with the 
vision of being ‘A Council that works with residents, businesses, 
communities and other organisations to deliver the best services 
possible within the available resources.’ Supporting communities to 
thrive through area working and shaping services locally remains a key 
objective within the plan. It builds on ‘…well established locality 
working arrangements to develop services and solutions with 
communities…..as well as recognising the unique community 
leadership role fulfilled by Elected Members.’ The approach and work of 
the Local Committee directly contributes to this vision.

2.2 Local Committee for South Lakeland has agreed its 4 priorities for the 4 
year term till March 2021 which will continue to be the lens through 
which local issues are tested and through which performance outcomes 
will be measured. These are Economic Development; Education and 
Skills; Travel and Accessibility; Health & Well Being. In addition, Local 
Committee will continue to forge effective working relationships with 
SLDC to maximise resource allocation and improve outcomes for 
communities.

2.3 The locally devolved funding is available for Local Committees to 
allocate within the area to support positive outcomes, targeted and 
mainstream, designed to improve outcomes for the communities of 
South Lakeland. This funding can be targeted to initiate new activity or 



to enhance/complement existing provision according to locally 
determined need.

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 Members are asked to note the below commitment (4.4), which will be 
made to the Citizens Jury in support of their work to reduce Kendal’s 
carbon footprint.    

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 Kendal Town Council, which has recently declared Climate Emergency, has 
embarked on a piece of work which will engage and involve the public to 
come together to respond to the effects of climate change by reducing 
Kendal’s carbon footprint.  This Local Committee has contributed an amount 
of £2,250 towards the creation of the Citizens Jury, which is inviting and 
encouraging residents to consider the issues and discuss potential local 
solutions.

4.2 Kendal Town Council consider that all individuals, communities and 
businesses in Kendal and surrounding villages will be impacted by climate 
change and the loss of biodiversity.  One of the aims of this project is to 
create a more resilient community in the face of those changes and impacts.  
The Citizens Jury is made up of local residents who have been selected by 
careful sampling from across the population of the town, representing 
different areas and a range of backgrounds/demographics as well as 
including those who have no current view on climate change.  Kendal Town 
Council intends that the outcome is seen as a credible indicator of how any 
group of people, given the knowledge and information, would respond to the 
emergency. 

4.3 The Town Council’s ‘Carbon Neutral Kendal Commissioning Group’ are 
leading the project and have convened an oversight group, which includes 
representation from the other tiers of local government, CCC and SLDC.   
The Town Council is receiving advice from 3 national experts who live locally:

Mike Berners-Lee    Climate Scientist and Carbon Accounting 
Rebecca Willis         Professor and researcher
Pete Bryant           Expertise in setting up and managing Citizens Jurys

A Support Group is also being set up, with the intention of amplifying the work 
of the Jury whilst it is meeting and also carrying the Jury's recommendations 
forward.

4.4 It is recognised that a number of the conclusions and subsequent 
recommended actions of the Citizens Jury will most likely fall beyond the sole 
responsibility of the Town Council.  There is therefore an expectation for 
other local authorities and partners to take action where practically possible.  



The Carbon Neutral Kendal Commissioning Group are asking its oversight 
members to provide a commitment statement to the work and 
recommendations of the Citizens Jury.   The Local Committee is asked to 
note the commitment which will be shared with the group:  

‘The Local Committee for South Lakeland has demonstrated 
its support for the work of the Citizens Jury through the 
contribution of funding for its development as well as ongoing 
county councillor support on the Oversight Group.  The Local 
Committee is keen to learn more about the local issues and 
what might be possible to mitigate against the effects of 
climate change.   

The Local Committee invites the Citizens Jury to present their 
findings to the Strategic Planning Working Group on the 6th 
October 2020 where it will give due consideration to the 
findings and achievable actions which fall within the purview 
of the Local Committee.  This will then feed into the following 
Local Committee meeting of the 16th November 2020 for 
formal consensus.    

We will continue to communicate openly with the Oversight 
Panel / Support Group, sharing concerns and reporting 
issues in a timely manner.’             

5 OPTIONS

5.1 The Local Committee may choose to amend the above commitment to the 
Kendal Citizens Jury.    

6 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 There are no financial implications for the Local Committee at this stage. 
Financial implications going forward will be dependent on the findings of the 
Citizens Jury for consideration by the Strategic Planning Group on the 6th 
October and whether the Local Committee agrees to prioritise them in their 
future plans.

7 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 South Lakeland Local Committee is to work with communities and partner 
organisations to enable public services to be shaped locally, to achieve the 
best possible outcomes within available resources.  It does so by liaison with 
other bodies to improve services for the residents of the area by working 
together as effectively as possible.

7.2 The Local Committee is carrying out its function by extending a commitment 
to supporting the work of the Kendal Citizens Jury including an invitation to 



present any findings to the Strategic Planning Working Group on the 6th 
October 2020.

7.3 The Strategic Planning Working Group will give due consideration to the 
findings and achievable actions which fall within the purview of the Local 
Committee.  The Local Committee is unable to confirm it will provide a 
commitment to the recommendations of the Citizens Jury without knowing 
what those recommendations may be.  Recommendations made by the 
Citizens Jury may fall outside the powers available to the Local Committee.  

8 CONCLUSION

8.1 By providing assurances that the Local Committee will give serious and due 
consideration to the findings, it ensures that the Committee recognises the 
serious nature of the Citizens Jury’s work and the responsibility placed on it.    

Dawn Roberts

Executive Director for Corporate, Customer & Community Services

15th July 2020

APPENDICES

None

Electoral Division(s): Kendal

Executive Decision Yes

Key Decision No*

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A*
Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No

N/A*If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

No*Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

N/A*Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

N/A*Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
No previous relevant decisions.

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY
Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny.



BACKGROUND PAPERS
No background papers.

REPORT AUTHOR
Contact: Karen Johnson, 01539 713157, Karen.johnson@cumbria.gov.uk

mailto:Karen.johnson@cumbria.gov.uk

